within a few weeks President of the Board of Education (or its then
equivalent) in Mr. Gladstone's last administration.

Of Spender's married life, and what it meant to him over a full
fifty years, I shall say little. His published works tell something of
the story, his private letters much more. Mrs. Spender shared all
his thought and much of his activities. She went with him to Egypt,
to India, to America, and of course accompanied him on all his
shorter holidays. They were perhaps drawn the closer in that
the marriage was childless. In the hospital at Tankerton, near
Whitstable, which she founded in 1897 for tubercular cases and
directed in its different forms till 1921, Spender took as much pride
and satisfaction as she did. In his last long illness his dominating
concern was for her comfort and welfare after he had gone, his
gratitude for her care and admiration for her capability was ceaseless,
and his supreme desire, expressed again and again in letters to his
friends as the inevitable end was visibly approaching, was that he
might live to keep with his wife the fiftieth anniversary of their
wedding-day. Little of that long partnership could be imagined in
July 1892, when Spender and his bride went off on their wedding-
tour. Little of it would he have wished different as the thankful
heart triumphed over all the anguish of the racked body in a war-
time June in 1942. July 1942 he did not see.

CHAPTER III
THE WESTMINSTER

THE Pall Mall Gazette, the evening paper in whose office Spender
found himself installed as assistant-editor in September 1892, had had
(compared, for example, with The Globe, which was founded in
1803) a brief, but a consistently brilliant, career. It had been founded
in 1865 by George Smith, of the publishing firm Smith, Elder, with
Frederick Greenwood as editor. The paper was modelled on the
Anti-JacoUn of some seventy years earlier; its title was taken from
Thackeray's Pendennis; its price was twopence; and though it was
intended to be independent it was in fact unswervingly Conservative
from the first day of Greenwood's editorship to the last. But it is
proprietors, not editors, who determine a {paper's politics, and in
1880 came one of those precipitate changes of ownership which
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